
PRAYER GUIDE           WEEK OF OCTOBER 12, 2014 
During your prayer time this week, let’s all be praying together about the following items.  
Use the space at the bottom to record your personal prayer items, or requests from your 1:10 Group. 

Neighboring Church 
Pray this week for the ministry and people of St. Andrew’s Methodist Church in Syracuse and Pastor Ed Beedle. 

Missionary Focus 
Pray for the ministry of Joel & Sally Kaufman. Joel & Sally are missionaries serving the local church in Japan. Pray for them 
as they serve the Japanese people that their lives would be an attraction to others because of Jesus’ love and grace. Pray for 
their continued growth and joy in ministry. 

Evangelical Free Church of America – President Search 
The EFCA (of which Wawasee Bible is a part) is in the search process for a new president to lead the EFCA. This is much 
like the search a local church would undertake to find a new Lead Pastor. The President Search Committee is asking for 
prayer. God of course knows who will be the next President, but it’s our role to diligently pray for continued unity 
among the Search Committee; for diligent follow through on next steps of narrowing the field of nominees; for any 
interviews ensuing; for hear preparation for the man God will choose to lead and for his family as well. The search for a 
new President is of great importance as this man will help set the direction and growth of the EFCA in the coming years 
and decades. You’re invited to fast with others in the EFCA on the first Saturday of each month (or another day), asking 
for the Lord to lead us to the right man. For more information, go to http://go.efca.org/resources/announcement/
presidential-search-process 

Personal Prayer Items 
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________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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PART 34: THE BEATITUDES  
Sermon on the Mount: PART 1    
Matthew 5:1-12; Luke 6:17-26 

THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT 

• Recorded in Matthew 5-7 and Luke 6:17-47 
• Addressed to Jesus’ followers, but crowds allowed to listen in. (Luke 6:17-20) 

The Kingdom of God is counter-cultural.  
It is an UPSIDE DOWN Kingdom. 

The Kingdom of God is ALREADY inaugurated,  
but NOT YET fully realized. 

Therefore, we can live and see aspects of it on this earth, but one day Jesus will come 
again and finish what he has begun and his Kingdom will be fully realized. 

 The Church is called to BE & BUILD Jesus’ Kingdom, with 
each local church being an OUTPOST of his Kingdom. 

THE BEATITUDES 

• Opening of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. 

• “Blessing” statements describing the people of God’s Kingdom. 

• Beatitudes = from the Latin, “beatus” meaning “blessed, happy” 

• Each beatitude seems to be a contradiction in terms, each sounds like nonsense 
unless it is understood from God’s perspective. 

• Each beatitude has a statement of blessing, and a description of the blessing.
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Open Your Group in Prayer.  Use the Prayer Guide on the next page for Suggestions. 

Read Matthew 5:1-12. 

1. What stands out to you from this opening to Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount? 

2. Does Jesus start his sermon with what we are to do? Or who we are to be? 
In other words, is he starting his message by describing who his people 
are? Or by prescribing what they should do?  

Read Luke 6:17-23. 

3. Who is in the crowd? Where have the come from? Why did they come? 

4. Who is Jesus addressing? 

5. From this passage and Matthew’s account, what qualities ought to 
characterize  “kingdom people”? Make a list. 

6. How would you define each item on this list? 

7. What is the present blessing for each item, and what is the future blessing 
for each item? 

8. Read Revelation 1:5b-6. Who are God’s “kingdom people”? Who makes 
them part of God’s kingdom? How? 

Read Luke 6:24-26. 

9. Who is Jesus addressing here? 

10. How should we understand each warning he gives here? 

11. How do these promised blessings compare with what most people in the 
world prize? Would/does the world admire “kingdom people”? Why and/
or why not? 

12. For each of these qualities, do you think of someone who seems to model 
that well? 

13. Which of these qualities do you most desire to be part of your life? Which 
do you most avoid? Why? 

3 Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. – Luke 6:20 

4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.  
Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh. – Luke 6:22b 

[Woe to you who laugh now, for you shall mourn and weep. – Luke 6:25b]  

5 Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.  
[But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation. – Luke 6:24]  

6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall 
be satisfied.  

Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you shall be satisfied.  – Luke 6:21a 
[Woe to you who are full now, for you shall be hungry.  – Luke 6:25a] 

7 Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.  

8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.  

9 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.  

10 Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are you when people hate you and when they exclude you and revile you and 
spurn your name as evil, on account of the Son of Man! Rejoice in that day, and leap for 

joy, for behold, your reward is great in heaven; for so their fathers did to the prophets.   
– Luke 6:22-23 

[Woe to you, when all people speak well of you, for so their fathers did to the false 
prophets. – Luke 6:26] 

Each time you find yourself on the front end of these statements, it 
is an OPPORTUNITY to live God’s Kingdom on this earth.

HOMEWORK
1:10 COMMUNITY GROUP

Each week people from Wawasee Bible meet in small groups in various homes to learn about Jesus, pray, eat, laugh, and live life together.  
We call them 1:10 Community Groups (the “1:10” comes from Colossians 1:10). The questions here are based on the sermon each week,  

and guide each group’s study. If you’re interested in connecting with a 1:10 Group, let us know on the Connect Card in your bulletin.
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NOTE: Due to the sensative nature of some items on the
Prayer Guide, we do not publish it online. Email the church office 

to sign up for the email prayer list: office@wawaseebible.com


